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University tightens COVID-19 precautions as Omicron
cases rise
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/01/13/university-tightens-covid-19-precautions-as-omicron-cases-rise/
January 13, 2022

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
Masked instruction returned to campus this week as COVID-19 cases continue to rise in the
area.
President Killingsworth released an updated mask requirement on Monday. According to the
statement, masks must be worn in all buildings on campus except when working alone in
offices, eating or drinking, or exercising.
“After reviewing our current COVID-19 infection rates due to the Omicron variant of the virus,
the university will be reinstating a mask requirement for all campus buildings effective
Wednesday, January 12, to Friday, January 28,” Killingsworth wrote in the statement.
According to Chief Michael Barton, Director of Public Safety, several faculty and staff
members expressed concerns with the previous mask policy, which went into effect on Nov.
29 and left the option of masking to the discretion of individual faculty and staff members.
Dr. Teresa Reed, English Professor, mentioned her feelings about the previous policy.
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“To be honest, I was scared and mad when the initial announcement was made, that we
would continue with masks not being mandated across campus but with individual faculty
members having the option to require masks in their classrooms,” Reed said. “To me, it
seemed the university had not taken a simple step to provide a layer of protection that would
benefit everybody.”
With the new policy in effect, Dr. Jennie Vaughn, Assistant English Professor, said she feels
the institution-wide policy was the best decision because it shows that JSU is a campus that
looks out for its community members.
“As we have been told by health officials worldwide, masking is a primary precaution for
preventing the spread of Covid and its variants. Of course it’s inconvenient and not ideal for
teaching, but I want to keep my family, my students, and myself safe,” Vaughn said.
However, some on campus argue wearing a mask should be an individual choice. Mr. Chris
Hosmer, Distinguished Instructor for the Department of Music, said he believes the previous
policy was the right decision for the university.
“We should be able to decide for ourselves if we need the masks,” Hosmer said. “I
appreciated that the university was willing to trust in our own decision making skills. I was
planning on asking my class if they wanted to wear masks in the class. Then I would have
some options to accommodate individuals.”
According to Barton, the university considers three metrics when deciding COVID-19
procedures. These metrics include the number of cases on campus, the number of local
hospitalizations, and the number of deaths in the state.
“At the end of the day, it’s not a vote by popular demand of do we mask or not mask. The
factors we look at have not changed,” Barton said.
Barton said as cases rise on campus, students can help by getting vaccinated. The
university has held several vaccine clinics, and Barton estimates that 39 percent of the
campus population is vaccinated based on the incentive program results.
Students can keep an eye out for future vaccine opportunities announced by the university.
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Gamecocks football announce 2022 football schedule
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/01/14/gamecocks-football-announce-2022-football-schedule/
January 14, 2022

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
Gamecocks fans no longer have to wonder about when the Rich Rodriguez era will begin, as
the Jacksonville State football team announced their 2022 football schedule on Friday
afternoon. JSU’s full schedule can be found at
https://jsugamecocksports.com/sports/football/schedule/2022.
The Gamecocks’ schedule features four home games, all with 1:00 p.m. kickoffs, to go along
with seven away games, including another trip to the Cramton Bowl to open their season and
an FBS matchup with the Tulsa Golden Hurricane.
With construction on the expansion of Burgess-Snow Field, seating will be limited for these
four home games. Tickets can be bought at https://jsugamecocks.universitytickets.com.
Once again, the Gamecocks will kick their season off in Montgomery as they take on
Stephen F. Austin at the Cramton Bowl on August 27. This is the second time in a row the
Gamecocks have played in Montgomery to kick off the season, as they took on UAB in Week
Zero last season.
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After their rematch with the Lumberjacks, Gamecocks fans can come watch the first home
game of the Rich Rodriguez era when the Davidson Wildcats come to Burgess-Snow on
Sept. 3 at 1 p.m. Jacksonville State’s last matchup against Davidson was in the first round of
the 2020-2021 FCS playoffs, as the Gamecocks won the contest 49-14.
JSU will then have three away games in a row, taking on Murray State on Sept. 10, FBS
opponent Tulsa on Sept. 17 and Nicholls on Sept. 24.
JSU’s matchup with the Tulsa Golden Hurricane will be the first matchup between the two
teams. The Gamecocks are 2-1 in their last three matchups with FBS opponents after their
upset win against Florida State last season.
On Oct. 1 at 1 p.m., JSU will host Kennesaw State in their first ASUN matchup of the
season. That next week, the Gamecocks will travel to Florence, Alabama to take on in-state
rival North Alabama on Oct. 8.
JSU will have their last non-conference game of the season on Oct. 22 when they host
Southeastern Louisiana. This game will also serve as JSU’s homecoming game.
The Gamecocks will then travel to Clarksville, Tennessee to take on Austin Peay before their
final home game on Nov. 12 against Eastern Kentucky at 1 p.m.. Their season will conclude
with an away matchup against Central Arkansas on Nov. 19.
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Lady Gamecocks topple Lipscomb for third win in
conference
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/01/15/lady-gamecocks-topple-lipscomb-for-third-win-in-conference/
January 15, 2022

Preston Odam, Correspondent
The Jacksonville State Women’s Basketball team defeated the Lipscomb Bison on
Wednesday, Jan. 12, to remain undefeated in the Pete Mathews Coliseum thus far. The
Gamecocks downed the Bison in a 80-70 point victory to improve their conference record to
3-0 and an overall record of 12-3. The victory was the eighth straight at home for JSU.
Hot shooting helped guide the Gamecocks to the important conference victory. Imari Martin,
a senior guard for the Lady Gamecocks, led the way for JSU scoring 20 points in the game
on 38% shooting from three point range. Junior point guard Nekiyah Thompson followed
Martin in scoring with 16 points respectively. She led the Gamecocks in assists with nine and
also drew eight total foul calls, most of which were charges as she defended the guards for
Lipscomb. Kennedy Gavin and Keiara Griffin each contributed eight rebounds in the game
with Gavin scoring 12 points and Griffin adding eight points. Lipscomb had the nation’s
leading three point shooter on their team, Blythe Pearson, entering the contest, but the
Gamecock defense was able to hold Pearson to only 25 percent shooting from beyond the
arc.
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The Gamecocks started the game fairly cold as Lipscomb jumped out to an early 6-3 run
before a three pointer from Martin tied the game at 8-8 in the opening period. Lipscomb
would remain hot throughout the quarter eventually gaining an 18-11 lead with under 2
minutes remaining in the first quarter. Gavin would hit two quick jumpers to cut into the
deficit, but the Bisons would take a 21-15 lead into the second quarter. Lipscomb would then
gain their largest lead of the night to begin the second quarter by gaining a 23-15 advantage
over JSU.
Kaiya Burnett, who hit three three-pointers in the game, hit a shot from deep to polish a 9-0
run by JSU that would grant them the lead, 24-23, with under five and a half minutes
remaining in the first half. The Bisons continued to battle with the Gamecocks before a three
by Martin gave JSU a 31-30 lead at the end of the opening half.
JSU would lose the lead again early in the third quarter of play before a layup by Madison
McCoy put the Gamecocks up by one again with a little over 6:30 left in the third. JSU was
able to go on a strong 11-2 run to quickly extend their lead to 58-47 after another Martin
three-pointer. JSU would go on to outscore the Bisons by nine in the third quarter to take a
10 point advantage, 60-50, into the final 10 minutes of regulation.
In the final quarter, JSU would push their lead all the way to a 17 point edge after Burnett hit
the 14th three pointer of the game for the Gamecocks. Lipscomb would continue to claw their
way back into the game, but with only 35 seconds remaining in the game, Kiana Johnson
laid in a fastbreak bucket to ice the game at 80-70 in favor of JSU.
JSU was able to dominate the glass in this matchup as they outrebounded the Bisons 40-34.
This is the 10th game this season in which the Gamecocks have outrebounded their
opponent, and they are 10-0 on the season when doing so. JSU hit 42.4 percent of their
three point attempts in the game and the Gamecocks shot an incredibly efficient 66.7 percent
from the field in the second half.
The Lady Gamecocks look to continue their high level of play on the road Saturday, Jan. 15,
at 3:30 p.m. to take on the Eastern Kentucky Colonels in Richmond, Kentucky. The
Gamecocks hope to bring home another victory to further separate themselves from the rest
of the West Division of the ASUN with a win to become 4-0 in conference play. The Colonels
are currently second in the West as they are 2-1 in conference competition. The game will be
available to stream live on ESPN+ as well as WLJS 91.9 FM, JSU’s student-run radio
station.
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University tightens COVID-19 precautions as Omicron
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jsuchanticleer.com/2022/01/13/university-tightens-covid-19-precautions-as-omicron-cases-rise/
January 13, 2022

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
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“After reviewing our current COVID-19 infection rates due to the Omicron variant of the virus,
the university will be reinstating a mask requirement for all campus buildings effective
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According to Chief Michael Barton, Director of Public Safety, several faculty and staff
members expressed concerns with the previous mask policy, which went into effect on Nov.
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“To be honest, I was scared and mad when the initial announcement was made, that we
would continue with masks not being mandated across campus but with individual faculty
members having the option to require masks in their classrooms,” Reed said. “To me, it
seemed the university had not taken a simple step to provide a layer of protection that would
benefit everybody.”
With the new policy in effect, Dr. Jennie Vaughn, Assistant English Professor, said she feels
the institution-wide policy was the best decision because it shows that JSU is a campus that
looks out for its community members.
“As we have been told by health officials worldwide, masking is a primary precaution for
preventing the spread of Covid and its variants. Of course it’s inconvenient and not ideal for
teaching, but I want to keep my family, my students, and myself safe,” Vaughn said.
However, some on campus argue wearing a mask should be an individual choice. Mr. Chris
Hosmer, Distinguished Instructor for the Department of Music, said he believes the previous
policy was the right decision for the university.
“We should be able to decide for ourselves if we need the masks,” Hosmer said. “I
appreciated that the university was willing to trust in our own decision making skills. I was
planning on asking my class if they wanted to wear masks in the class. Then I would have
some options to accommodate individuals.”
According to Barton, the university considers three metrics when deciding COVID-19
procedures. These metrics include the number of cases on campus, the number of local
hospitalizations, and the number of deaths in the state.
“At the end of the day, it’s not a vote by popular demand of do we mask or not mask. The
factors we look at have not changed,” Barton said.
Barton said as cases rise on campus, students can help by getting vaccinated. The
university has held several vaccine clinics, and Barton estimates that 39 percent of the
campus population is vaccinated based on the incentive program results.
Students can keep an eye out for future vaccine opportunities announced by the university.
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Gamecocks continue hot streak with 86-81 win over
Central Arkansas
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/01/19/gamecocks-continue-hot-streak-with-86-81-win-over-central-arkansas/
January 19, 2022

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
On Tuesday evening, the red-hot Jacksonville State basketball team notched yet another win
to remain undefeated in conference play. With the win, the Gamecocks advanced their win
streak to six and are now 8-2 in their last ten games.
JSU and the Bellarmine Knights are now tied for first in the ASUN West Division. However,
the Gamecocks hold the tiebreaker over Bellarmine as they boast a better overall win
percentage.
In the win, all five starters scored over ten points on the night. However, junior DeMaree King
came off the bench and led the Gamecocks in points with 20. Senior Darian Adams led the
team with seven rebounds.
At the half, the Gamecocks were left trailing the Bears, 41-39, after surrendering a five point
lead they held with two minutes remaining in the half.
After battling back and forth throughout the contest, the score sat tied at 81 points apiece
with just seconds left to play. Kanye Henry was able to secure the win with a dunk that gave
the Gamecocks a lead that they carried to the last few seconds of the game.
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With the win, Jacksonville State now sits atop the ASUN West with an 11-6 overall record
and a 4-0 record in conference play. The Gamecocks will return home to take on the Florida
Gulf Coast Eagles on Saturday at 4 p.m.

2/2

JSU art department holds national graphic design show
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/01/21/jsu-art-department-holds-national-graphic-design-show/
January 22, 2022

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
The Department of Art and Design kicked off the semester with a talented showing of graphic
design projects from all across the country.
The WORK: National Juried Graphic Exhibition had its opening reception on Jan. 20 in
Hammond Hall and will be on display until Feb. 17. The exhibition was the second graphic
design show of its kind hosted at JSU.
The show was facilitated by Jamie Runnells, Professor of Graphic Design. She was also
responsible for determining who the juror would be.
According to Morgan Worsham, Gallery Coordinator, a call for entry was sent all over the
country to undergraduate and graduate graphic design students.
“We had 225 total entries this year from 60 artists in 16 different states, so we had a pretty
good selection and range this year,” said Worsham.
The juror was Tommy Perez, a graphic designer from California. Worsham said after the
submissions were collected, Perez voted on which pieces he liked and chose 49 entries to
be in the show.
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Tyler Crowe is a JSU student whose resin-casted bobbleheads and package design were
selected to be in the exhibition.
Crowe said he created his bobbleheads because he wanted to have a tangible
representation of his logo. He spent about eight months designing his bobbleheads and
wanted his characters to look goofy and funny.
“It was really exciting to get in with this stuff because it’s a graphic design exhibition, so you
see a lot of packaging and a lot of deliverables, which is really cool,” Crowe said. “I wasn’t
really expecting this to belong in this group. Especially since designer toys aren’t seen too
frequently.”
Crowe said he is going to continue to make resin figures and believes designer toys are
going to become a bigger group in the future.
Perez will be giving a virtual talk on Jan. 27 at 6 p.m. for those who want to hear from the
juror.
As for more graphic design shows, Worsham hopes the department can host another
exhibition in the future to continue to showcase the talent of the designers and their graphic
art pieces.
“I think it’s awesome to see these products and this branding that you would see everyday,
but to see it in the context of an art gallery, you realize this is some kind of art form. There
are design principles and elements that go into this, and it truly is an art,” said Worsham.
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Review: “The Kindness Workbook”
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/01/22/review-the-kindness-workbook/
January 22, 2022

Whitney Ervin, Features Editor
When I was 13, my grandmother got me a self-help book for my birthday. I don’t remember
exactly what it was called, but from the gist of the title, I knew it was about treating others
nicer. For a rather angry teenager, it probably would have contained some halfway decent
advice, but I never opened it. This pretty much exemplifies how I took all advice in those
days, in one ear and out of the other.
Despite my grandmother’s good intentions, the experience left me with a rather bitter taste
in my mouth over self-help books. Not just disinterest, but disdain. I was biased against any
self-help books that were recommended from there on out. What can I say? I’m stubborn.
As you can imagine, when I received “The Kindness Workbook” by Robin Raven, I was
reluctant about it. However, the world could use a lot more kindness so I had a soft spot for
the message.
The book is split into two parts. The first part is titled “ Be Kinder To Yourself” and the second
part is titled “Nurture Kindness In Others.”
This approach was interesting to me because oftentimes we don’t realize how our own inner
struggles affect those around us. The idea of the first part of the book is to nurture yourself,
in turn making you gentler and more kind with others.
As you might have guessed from the title, Raven took a more interactive approach to the
topic. In the guide on how to use this book, Raven emphasizes that although it is a
workbook, it shouldn’t feel like work. It should be fun. If, like me, you struggle with selfreflection that can be a difficult process.
I was struggling from the start.
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The first activity in the book is “Silence Your Inner Critic” and is designed to help you think of
ways to talk to yourself in a more kind fashion than you might usually. The activity asks you
to list harsh criticisms you usually give yourself and then write down kinder alternatives. The
hope of the activity is that you continue to practice being kind to yourself and silence your
inner critic.
The activities that follow are full of self-reflection, but it’s not all sunshine and rainbows.
Sometimes we’ll all experience pain we can’t fight with kindness, and Raven has a section
dedicated to throwing yourself a pity party. Although the idea is to take care of yourself.
Raven emphasizes your “pity party” should focus on healing. While treating yourself to lunch
or dinner can be a good way to be kind to yourself, sometimes you just have to let yourself
feel the pain.
Raven writes, “If your idea of a pity party is just thirty minutes of alone time where you can
cry in peace, that’s fine.”
Now, onto part two. This is where you take all of the kindness you’ve nurtured in yourself and
bestow it on others. Not only does this section of the book offer ways to be more kind to
others, but it also guides you to forge better relationships with those around you. Through the
activities, you challenge yourself to explore different ways to treat and relate with others.
One of my personal favorite sections was “Set Boundaries For Kindness to Thrive” as this is
something I struggle with.
“You don’t have to be all things to all people, and it’s unhealthy to try,” Raven writes in this
section.
The activity has you list kindness you are willing to do for others, and kindnesses you aren’t
willing to do. By setting these boundaries, you’re setting the stage for how you want to be
treated.
There are times when it can be difficult to be kind, especially to ourselves. Oftentimes we
don’t even realize all the ways we’re being unkind to ourselves, and therefore to others. “The
Kindness Workbook” can be a very useful tool for anyone who is willing to give kindness a
chance.
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Hot take: Diving into weight loss as a New Year’s
resolution
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/01/23/hot-take-diving-into-weight-loss-as-a-new-years-resolution/
January 23, 2022

Whitney Ervin, Features Editor
When I was 13, my grandmother got me a self-help book for my birthday. I don’t remember
exactly what it was called, but from the gist of the title, I knew it was about treating others
nicer. For a rather angry teenager, it probably would have contained some halfway decent
advice, but I never opened it. This pretty much exemplifies how I took all advice in those
days, in one ear and out of the other.
Despite my grandmother’s good intentions, the experience left me with a rather bitter taste
in my mouth over self-help books. Not just disinterest, but disdain. I was biased against any
self-help books that were recommended from there on out. What can I say? I’m stubborn.
As you can imagine, when I received “The Kindness Workbook” by Robin Raven, I was
reluctant about it. However, the world could use a lot more kindness so I had a soft spot for
the message.
The book is split into two parts. The first part is titled “ Be Kinder To Yourself” and the second
part is titled “Nurture Kindness In Others.”
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As you might have guessed from the title, Raven took a more interactive approach to the
topic. In the guide on how to use this book, Raven emphasizes that although it is a
workbook, it shouldn’t feel like work. It should be fun. If, like me, you struggle with selfreflection that can be a difficult process.
I was struggling from the start.
The first activity in the book is “Silence Your Inner Critic” and is designed to help you think of
ways to talk to yourself in a more kind fashion than you might usually. The activity asks you
to list harsh criticisms you usually give yourself and then write down kinder alternatives. The
hope of the activity is that you continue to practice being kind to yourself and silence your
inner critic.
The activities that follow are full of self-reflection, but it’s not all sunshine and rainbows.
Sometimes we’ll all experience pain we can’t fight with kindness, and Raven has a section
dedicated to throwing yourself a pity party. Although the idea is to take care of yourself.
Raven emphasizes your “pity party” should focus on healing. While treating yourself to lunch
or dinner can be a good way to be kind to yourself, sometimes you just have to let yourself
feel the pain.
Raven writes, “If your idea of a pity party is just thirty minutes of alone time where you can
cry in peace, that’s fine.”
Now, onto part two. This is where you take all of the kindness you’ve nurtured in yourself and
bestow it on others. Not only does this section of the book offer ways to be more kind to
others, but it also guides you to forge better relationships with those around you. Through the
activities, you challenge yourself to explore different ways to treat and relate with others.
One of my personal favorite sections was “Set Boundaries For Kindness to Thrive” as this is
something I struggle with.
“You don’t have to be all things to all people, and it’s unhealthy to try,” Raven writes in this
section.
The activity has you list kindness you are willing to do for others, and kindnesses you aren’t
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2/3

chance.

3/3

Women’s track and field compete in Samford Open
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/01/23/womens-track-and-field-compete-in-samford-open/
January 23, 2022

Kaelyn Albright, Correspondent
The Jacksonville State women’s indoor track and field team competed in the Samford Open
at the Birmingham CrossPlex. The Gamecocks had many impressive top-ten finishes
throughout the competition.
In the field events, the Gamecocks had three athletes to finish in the top ten of their event.
Freshman Emma Cape finished tenth in the high jump with a jump of 1.47 meters. The
Gamecocks also had two top ten finishers in pole vault, with Senior Casey Phelan finishing
number four and freshman Kayley Stanley finishing second in the event.
The Gamecocks exhibited some impressive times in the running events. Senior Malon Lee
had an outstanding meet finishing third in the 60 meter Dash final with a time of 7.75
seconds. Lee also finished second in the 200 meter dash with a time of 25.50 seconds.
In the 400 meters, Junior Leandra Custodio finished fifth with a time of 58.73 seconds. The
Gamecocks had two top ten finishers in the 3,000 meters with Sara Jaloma finishing tenth
with a time of 10:46.68, and Elizabeth Wetmore finishing seventh with a time of 10:42.50.
Junior Ashton Coats finished fourth in the 60 meter hurdles with a time of 9.08 seconds.
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As the indoor season progresses the Gamecocks will travel to PNC Bank Bellarmine Classic
in Louisville Kentucky. This meet will take place on Friday, February 4th.
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Lady Gamecocks drop a tough one to top 25 FGCU
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/01/24/lady-gamecocks-drop-a-tough-one-to-top-25-fgcu/
January 24, 2022

Preston Odam, Correspondent
Jacksonville State women’s basketball team dropped their first home loss of the season as
well as their first ASUN conference loss of the season Saturday, Jan. 22. The Lady
Gamecocks fell 66-44 to the top 25 ranked Florida Gulf Coast Eagles. JSU now stands at 144 overall and 5-1 in conference play. FGCU sits at 17-1 overall and 6-0 in the ASUN.
With the loss, JSU still remains in possession of first place in the West Division of the league.
During the game, JSU shot only 25% from the field as the FGCU defense was intensely
guarding the Gamecocks. Kennedy Gavin led JSU with ten points in the contest. Kiana
Johnson and Kyra Williams both added 8 points respectively. Keiara Griffin led the
Gamecocks with 8 rebounds.
JSU did play some of the best defense the Eagles have faced up until this point of the
season. JSU held them to the second lowest number of points scored, 66, since the only loss
of the season FGCU has suffered against Princeton in which they scored 55. JSU’s defense
was also able to force 18 turnovers by the Eagles but they were only able to gain 10 points
out of these forced errors.
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The Eagles started the game off strong with a 9-0 run and held the Gamecocks scoreless
until a little over five and a half minutes remained in the opening quarter when Shawnta
Shaw hit a lay up. Williams was able to connect on a three point basket that cut the Eagles’
lead to seven with under four minutes remaining in the first. The Eagles’ defense would go
on to not allow but one more Gamecock score in the first quarter to lead 22-11.
FGCU was then able to open the second quarter on another 9-0 run that extended their lead
over JSU to 31-11. The Gamecocks battled on defense holding the Eagles to only five points
scored after the initial 9-0 run with 2:07 remaining in the first half. Kaiya Burnett was able to
knock down a three pointer at this point to ease into the lead FGCU had acquired. FGCU
would eventually take a 38-21 lead into the halftime intermission.
In the third period, Gavin was able to knock down a jump shot to cut the deficit to 15. After
this made field goal however, the Eagles would continue to outscore the Gamecocks and
would eventually gain a 24 point advantage. The score entering the final quarter was 54-32
in favor of the Eagles. FGCU would attain their largest lead of the game, 30, in the fourth
quarter of the competition. Johnson was able to knock down a basket that would spark a 7-1
Gamecock run late in the game. This run was not enough as the Gamecocks’ eight game
winning streak ended in the 66-44 loss.
Head coach for the Gamecocks Rick Pietri stated, “At this point they are a whole lot better
than we are. While our records were the same, it didn’t reflect who the better team was. I
think that unfortunately, we have gotten in a rut with these horrific starts that we’ve had.
We’ve been able to climb out of them in other instances, but when you are playing a team as
good as these guys you just can’t afford to dig yourself a hole like that. We dug ourselves a
hole to start and couldn’t climb out of it. They were super energized. Their best player wasn’t
available, and their kids rose to the occasion and frankly our kids didn’t. So, the result is what
the result is. I did think that in the second half we came out with a much better defensive
energy. I thought we defended a whole lot better in the second half, but we couldn’t score.”
JSU now looks to recover with a road test against the Owls of Kennesaw State. The game is
another cross divisional matchup, but it is against one of the biggest rivals in the conference
for the Gamecocks. The game is scheduled for a 4 p.m. tip off and will be available for
streaming on ESPN+.
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Housing remains priority as enrollment rises
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/01/25/housing-remains-priority-as-enrollment-rises/
January 25, 2022

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
The Jacksonville State University Board of Trustees heard from the Advancement Committee
during the first day of its quarterly meeting on Jan. 24.
Dr. Emily Messer, acting Vice President for University Advancement, led the committee. One
important topic discussed was the enrollment report.
According to Messer, the university’s spring enrollment is estimated to climb to over 8,400
students by the university’s census date on Feb. 2.
The enrollment outlook for the fall shows a significant increase in admitted students.
According to the admissions report given by Lauren Findley, Director of Undergraduate
Admissions, data compared to the same date this time last year shows freshman admit rates
are up 26%, housing applications are up 81%, and FAFSA applications are up 70%.
Findley said 10,000 application documents for the fall semester have already been
processed. Data also shows that enrollment is up 1,224 in students from Alabama and 324 in
students from Georgia.
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Findley attributed the increase in enrollment to the university’s recruitment efforts and the
state’s new requirement for all high school students to complete the FAFSA application.
While the university is excited for the growing student population, housing still remains a
primary concern.
During the fall 2021 semester, the university calculated its highest enrollment in history, but
finding a place to house incoming students soon became a problem.
According to Terry Casey, Vice President of Student Affairs, 40 students had to live in the
Hampton Inn at the beginning of last semester until they were placed in on-campus
residences.
Casey said the university is looking for additional on-campus places to house students, and
he said he feels very confident that they will be able to house upcoming students with these
efforts.
In April, Casey will present a housing strategic plan to the trustees that will outline housing
plans for the next five to ten years. There was also discussion about potential plans that
could bring more off-campus living opportunities to Jacksonville.
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JSU Athletics Committee meets, discusses future plans
for athletics
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/01/25/jsu-athletics-committee-meets-discusses-future-plans-for-athletics/
January 25, 2022

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
On Tuesday morning, the Jacksonville State University Board of Trustees met with the
Athletic Committee to discuss plans for the athletic department and to provide an outlook as
to what is next for JSU athletics, especially the process of joining Conference USA in 2023.
JSU Athletic Director Greg Seitz mentioned many things that will change the outlook of this
season and next, including the fact that JSU football will not be eligible for FCS playoffs this
year due to financing surrounding joining Conference USA that following season.
Seitz also noted that while JSU will not be eligible for the FCS playoffs, they will be able to
be selected for a bowl game in their first season in Conference USA.
As the outlook of the postseason for JSU changes in the shift to FBS, Seitz mentioned that
C-USA has a great field of eight bowl games that they are eligible for. These games include
the Boca Raton Bowl, the Bahamas Bowl and the Frisco Bowl.
In 2022, Jacksonville State’s season opener against Stephen F. Austin at the Cramton Bowl
will serve as the Week 0 game and will be the first college football game broadcast on ESPN
for the 2022 season. This game will be played on August 27, with a kickoff time not
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announced yet. Jacksonville State will serve as the home team for this game.
Seitz also mentioned that Jacksonville State’s home games will all be at 1:00 p.m. due to the
lights being under construction as the stadium expands.
Looking forward, it was mentioned that Jacksonville State has drawn attraction from many
FBS teams who are looking to fill their future schedules. Schools that were mentioned that
would be interested in a home-and-home series when JSU is a C-USA member include
UAB, Georgia State and Georgia Southern.
Including plans for football, Seitz also announced that Jacksonville State will host a portion of
the Alabama state baseball championships at Rudy Abbott Field at Jim Case Stadium. In a
best-of-three series, game one will be played in Oxford, with games two and three, if
necessary, played at JSU.

2/2

Kaylee Knight crowned Miss Jacksonville State
University
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/01/25/kaylee-knight-crowned-miss-jacksonville-state-university/
January 25, 2022

Emily Ford, Correspondent
The Miss Jacksonville State University Competition is a tradition that has been celebrated
since 1983 in which some of the university’s most brilliant young women face off to represent
their school and community for the next year.
Seven Miss JSU winners have gone on to win Miss Alabama, and Heather Whitestone
McCallum, Miss JSU 1992, even went on to be crowned Miss America. This year’s pageant
has been highly anticipated as it was the first time the pageant has been held since the
pandemic caused the cancellation of the Miss Alabama pageant in 2020.
The competition was hosted by Lauren Bradford, Miss Alabama 2021 and first runner-up to
Miss America 2021. Bradford is a graduate of Auburn University and plans to attend
Vanderbilt University to pursue an advanced degree in finance after her reign as Miss
Alabama.
JSU is proud to announce that Kaylee Knight was crowned Miss Jacksonville State
University 2022 during JSU’s annual pageant on Jan. 21.

1/3

Kaylee is a 20-year-old junior from Monroeville, Alabama. She is majoring in criminal justice
law enforcement and says she has ambitions to obtain her minor or double major in political
science. After graduation, she plans to attend law school and earn her Juris Doctor degree in
criminal prosecution.
As winner, Kaylee will receive the JSU tuition scholarship for both Fall 2022 and Spring
2023, courtesy of the university. She will also have the honor of going on to represent
Jacksonville State in the Miss Alabama pageant in June.
Not only did Knight win Miss JSU, but also she was the first ever recipient of the Darby Angle
Acts of Kindness Scholarship, a new scholarship established by Mr. and Mrs. Marc Angle,
JSU alumni and parents of Darby Angle, who was crowned Miss JSU in 2019. The couple
created the scholarship in honor of their daughter, and the winner was voted on by the 2022
Miss JSU contestants.
Knight said she is honored to be crowned Miss JSU.
“Jacksonville State has been so amazing to me just in the two semesters that I have been
here, so it is an amazing honor to be able to give back to them and represent them and the
state that I’m a part of,” Knight said.
She expressed her thanks to her family and to Alpha Omicron Pi for their continued support
throughout her journey.
When asked if there were any social causes that were of particular importance to her as Miss
JSU, she said mental health issues were important to her and that as Miss JSU she wants to
help with this issue.
“I just want to make an impact on campus, let people know that it’s okay to talk about their
mental health issues and not to feel any shame about it, especially here on campus with
counseling services,” Knight said.
Director of the competition, Cody Beck, is proud of all of the young women who have taken
part in this year’s pageant.
“These women come out with integrity. They are able and willing to work hard. They’re just
incredible people. They really develop a sisterhood, so that idea of being the Friendliest
Campus in the South shows through with all of our women that compete,” Beck said.
He also believes that Knight embodies all of the qualities he would want in someone who is
going to represent the university.
“I think the winner of the competition also winning the Acts of Kindness Award says all you
could imagine. […] I think she has a really bright future,” Beck said.
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JSU also wants to congratulate the first runner-up of the competition, Morgan Carroll. Carroll
received the JSU Tuition Scholarship of $1,300 for Fall 2022.
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Gamecocks take down Bellarmine, earn sole possession
of ASUN West
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/01/25/gamecocks-take-down-bellarmine-earn-sole-possession-of-asun-west/
January 26, 2022

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
On Monday evening, the Gamecocks extended their winning streak to eight games as they
took sole possession of first place in the ASUN West with a 65-60 win over the Bellarmine
Knights.
With the win, JSU advances to a 13-6 overall record and an undefeated 6-0 in conference
play. The Gamecocks are 9-1 in their last ten games, with their loss being a close battle with
then No. 6 Alabama.
In a hard fought battle with many lead shifts and the Gamecocks down at the half, the
Gamecocks prevailed in more stats than points scored. JSU led the Knights in FG%, as the
Gamecocks shot 43.1% compared to Bellarmine’s 33.3%. JSU also had more rebounds (39)
than Bellarmine (36), although boat teams had 13 assists.
Kayne Henry led the team with a career-best 24 points on the night, while also posting eight
rebounds and two blocks. Brandon Huffman posted 12 points of his own to go along with
three rebounds and a block.
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After the win, JSU still has two players ranked in the top 15 in NCAA for three-point field-goal
percentage. Demaree King is ranked third, shooting 49.18% while Jalen Gibbs is ranked
15th, shooting 44.92%.
The Gamecocks will try to remain undefeated as they travel to Kennesaw State on Thursday,
Jan. 27 at 6:30 p.m. to take on the Owls, who are second in the ASUN East at 4-1 in
conference play.
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SGA holds first senate meeting of semester
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/01/26/sga-holds-first-senate-meeting-of-semester/
January 26, 2022

Abbie Tarvin, Correspondent
Jacksonville State University’s Student Government Association met on Jan. 24 for the first
time this semester in the Theron Montgomery Building auditorium.
Vice President of Student Senate, Daniel Washington, began the meeting with introductions
and opened room for announcements.
Vice President of Public Relations, Jewelishia Johnson, made the first and main
announcement. Johnson said SGA is planning on having an Instagram Live question and
answer event, but no specific date or time was given. The goal of the question and answer is
to answer any questions students may have about the roles and responsibilities that student
senators have.
Next, Vice President of Organizational Affairs, Devan Humes, mentioned that he is working
on making categories for the Special Interest Groups section on JSU’s website. This will
ensure students are able to find organizations related to their interests much faster and
easier.
On Monday, Feb. 5 at 7:00 p.m., Dr. Killingsworth will hold a question and answer session
that all SGA members are encouraged to attend.
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Washington ended the meeting by going over a report of positive and negative responses the
members gave the previous semester. The responses were to discuss what the members
enjoy about the association and what areas they believe need improvement.
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Marching Southerners selected to represent United
States at D-Day ceremony
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/01/26/marching-southerners-selected-to-represent-united-states-at-d-day-ceremony/
January 26, 2022

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
Exciting news for the JSU Marching Southerners was announced at the Board of Trustees
meeting on Jan. 25.
President Killingsworth announced the marching band has been invited to represent the
United States at the 80th commemoration of D-Day in Normandy, France.
“This invitation is based on your university band’s outstanding reputation, professionalism,
and your standing in your community. The Jacksonville State University Marching
Southerners Band has our highest respect for your dedication to our veterans,” Killingsworth
read from the Historic Programs’ invitation to the band.
In 2024, the Southerners will fly to Normandy to participate in a D-Day parade and
ceremonies. They will also have the chance to tour some of France’s historical attractions.
According to Dr. Bodiford, Director of Bands, during the ceremony the band will perform in
Sainte-Mere-Eglise, the first village liberated by the United States.

1/2

Bodiford said the trip will cost students about $3,400 each. The price covers travel expenses,
hotel rooms, and meals. Killingsworth said he will work on starting a committee to help the
Southerners with fundraising efforts to cover the cost.
Killingsworth expressed his gratitude to the band for all they do for the university and said he
is excited for this opportunity for the students.
“I’m just a proud alumni, and I’m proud to be leading this institution. It just makes a heart feel
good to know that what I get to live and breathe everyday about these great things going on
in this institution that now everybody else is seeing it, especially across the world. There’s no
better ambassador than the Marching Southerners.”
The announcement comes after a very successful season for the band. On Dec. 8, 2021, the
Marching Southerners were awarded the prestigious Sudler Trophy, which Killingsworth
referred to as the Heisman Trophy of marching bands.
According to Bodiford, JSU is the smallest university to win the trophy, and the band is
honored.
“We’re just all ecstatic about it. We’re so happy,” said Bodiford. “I think one reason that we’re
so excited is because we feel like we made it through COVID. Two years ago we were all so
down when we had to cancel band for the fall season, and now to have this come along it’s
just kind of lifted everybody’s spirits again.”
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Jacksonville State defeats Kennesaw State, 70-64
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/01/28/jacksonville-state-defeats-kennesaw-state-70-64/
January 29, 2022

Benjamin Hall, Correspondent
On Thursday, Jan. 27, Jacksonville State defeated Kennesaw State 70-64. The win was
JSU’s ninth straight victory. This is the first nine game winning streak Jacksonville State has
had since they became a Division I program.
The Gamecocks improved their overall record to 14-6 and 7-0 in the ASUN. This is the first
time in school history that JSU is 7-0 in conference play.
Senior Darian Adams led JSU with 22 points and shot 7-for-10 from the three-point line.
Junior Demaree King had a good game with 17 points. Senior Brandon Huffman was also
another key contributor with 11 points and 10 rebounds.
Adams made two three-pointers to help JSU take a 11-4 lead. The Owls fought back to take
a 21-20 lead with 7:31 left in the first half. JSU outscored KSU 16-11 in the final seven
minutes of the first half to have a 36-31 lead at halftime.
Kennesaw State started the second half strong with a 6-2 run and eventually tied the game
at 46. JSU took the lead for good with a three-pointer from Adams to take a 65-63 lead at the
3:10 mark. The Owls did not make a field goal attempt in the game after giving up the lead.
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Jacksonville State will travel to Lynchburg, Virginia to play Liberty on Saturday, Jan. 29 at 6
p.m. This matchup is between the last two unbeaten teams in the ASUN Conference. JSU
fans can watch the game on ESPN+.
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Jacksonville State snaps Liberty’s 45-game home win
streak, remains undefeated in conference play
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/01/29/jacksonville-state-snaps-libertys-45-game-home-win-streak-remains-undefeated-inconference-play/
January 30, 2022

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
In front of a sold-out crowd in Lynchburg, Virginia, the Gamecocks handed the Liberty
Flames their first home loss in 1,096 days. This puts the Gamecocks as the last undefeated
team in the ASUN Conference.
With the win, the Gamecocks extended their win streak to ten, and are now 15-6 overall and
stay undefeated in conference play with an 8-0 record. This ten-game win streak is the
program’s best D-1 start.
This upset win from the Gamecocks ended Liberty’s 45-game home win streak, which was
the second longest in the NCAA behind Gonzaga (63).
Jalen Gibbs led the Gamecocks with 21 points, and was also 5-8 on threes. Darian Adams
and Maros Zeliznak led the team with seven rebounds.
Through a half of scrappy play from both teams, Jacksonville State found a groove early as
they outscored the Flames 38-22 in the first half. The Gamecocks also shot 53.3% from
three in the half.
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While both teams were able to find their rhythm early, Liberty went cold offensively as the
half closed, with JSU going on a 13-3 run in the last three minutes of the half.
Jalen Gibbs led the team through the first half with 14 points, putting away back-to-back
deep threes near the end of the half.
Despite Liberty’s attempt to claw back and scoring more points than Jacksonville State in the
second half, the Gamecocks continued ro put pressure on Liberty, as the Flames gave up
lots of opportunities to score.
Jalen Finch led the charge for the Gamecocks in the second half, with 12 points to go along
with two rebounds. Darian Adams led the half in rebounds with five.
The Gamecocks will play their next game at “The Pete” against the North Florida Ospreys at
7:30 p.m.
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Trustees approve five naming proposals at advancement
committee
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/01/30/trustees-approve-five-naming-proposals-at-advancement-committee/
January 31, 2022

Emily Ford, Correspondent
The Board of Trustees were presented with five naming resolutions from the advancement
committee on Jan. 24.
All of the naming proposals were set in place to honor significant contributors and were
unanimously approved by the board.
The naming resolutions include:
The university will be building the Dr. Claudia McDade Student Success Outdoor Learning
Space outside of the library. McDade was a long-time employee of JSU and the university
remembers her for her legacy and dedication to student success. The space will honor her
life and memorialize her legacy.
The Advising Center in Merrill Hall will be named the Dr. Louise J Clark Advising Center.
Clark was a long-time employee of more than 50 years with the college of business and
industry. The university remembers her dedication and legacy and wants to memorialize her.
The trustees send condolences to the families of both Clark and McDade.
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The loading dock at Mason Hall will be named the Dr. Kelly and Karen Gregg Loading Dock.
The Greggs are retired instructors and are both generous supporters of JSU.
Practice room B38 in Mason Hall will be named the Evan Ledford Practice Room. Evan
Ledford is a proud alumnus and generous supporter of the university and its music
department.
The Football Performance Center at JSU Stadium will be named the Loring and Debbie
White Football Performance Center. James Loring White is a proud alumnus of JSU, and he
and his wife are generous supporters.
Dr. Messer, Vice President for Enrollment Management, presented the resolutions to the
board. According to Messer, these contributors have contributed over two million dollars to
the university, and the board expressed immense gratitude for their support.
“For many of these people, their time at JSU was transformational for their future success, so
they want to give back to JSU students and the campus and facilities in general,” said
Messer. “The naming recognition is just a small token of appreciation that we can honor them
and memorialize them for their generous contributions.”
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